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Mayors for Peace
“Mayors for Peace” was founded in 1982 by
the mayor of Hiroshima, Japan, and registered
as a nongovernmental organization (NGO)
in 1991. The member cities are dedicated to
preventing the global proliferation of nuclear
weapons by carrying out activities and campaigns, ultimately calling for their total elimination.
Over 7500 cities and communities in over
160 countries belong to the network.
Cities are not targets
This is the Mayors for Peace core priority. Cities
are the anchors, the guarantors of culture and
civilization. Whoever destroys cities destroys
their culture, obliterating historical memory
along with every trace of human experience.

The art and peace project „50 Cities - 50 Traces“
is supported by the cooperation between Hannover
as Lead City of the German Mayors for Peace, the
50 Cities - 50 Traces Project Office in Stuttgart and
the Friedenswerkstatt Mutlangen e. V. The project
was presented by Hannover at the Federal Conference of the German Mayors for Peace in Braunschweig, at the Executive Conference in Ypres to
the participating executive cities and at the General
Conference in Nagasaki to all participating cities and
is an offer to all Mayors for Peace cities, not only in
Germany and Europe but in the whole world.
Hanover has taken over the general coordination
especially for winning further exhibition cities and
has prepared a pedagogical booklet that can be
downloaded at www.hannover.de and
www.50cities-50traces.org

Hannover, Mayors for Peace Lead
City Germany, actively supports
this project. Hannover experienced
the horrors and suffering of World
War II, being almost entirely destroyed. Memorials remind us:
cities must not be targets.
“As a municipal leader, I am responsible for the
well-being of this city’s residents. As a Vice President City member of Mayors for Peace, we are
committed to campaigning publicly and visibly
for the elimination of nuclear weapons, international understanding among nations, and peace.”
Mayor and CEO Stefan Schostok

50 Cities – 50 Traces Kick-off Exhibition July 19, 2017,
Townhall Stuttgart

The Project

The Artwork

50 Cities - 50 Traces – Against traceless oblivion is an international art and peace project
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Treaty on the Non - Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons signed by the nuclear-weapon
states USA, the former Soviet Union, and
Great Britain in 1968.

Since time immemorial, cities and streets have
always been the lifelines of every society, in every
civilization. They are a central arena of life, drenched in memories. They connect people, places,
countries, cultures. They are the settings for encounters, collisions, accidents, dramas, and stories – life itself. Streets and places change, erode,
are damaged, repaired, painted, marked by traces
that reveal something about those who left them,
telling stories or conjuring images of the places in
which they are found.

The artistic concept behind 50 Cities - 50 Traces
is to juxtapose individual traces from 50 Mayors
for Peace cities, highlighting the diversity and
beauty of these cities and the daily life taking
place therein. The exhibition is conceived as an
invitation to respect and preserve the world’s
visible remains, which are bearers of memory.
It is an appeal against the destruction of our cities, against the deployment of nuclear weapons –
thus supporting the core idea behind the Mayors
for Peace movement: “Cities are not targets.”
The exhibition will travel to interested Mayors for
Peace cities, in connection with local artistic and
other peace activities through 2020, which marks
the 50th anniversary of the ratification of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
Invitation
If you and your city or community wish to participate in this global project, please apply as soon as
possible. Application documents are available for
download at www.50cities-50traces.org.
Yes. Well, it’s quite true that modern society – the modern economy –
essentially operates without a sense of the past; the standard method
of solving problems doesn’t consider the past. Yet in terms of human
beings and society, the past is not irrelevant. Everybody, in fact, is
rooted in the past – in a personal past, in a social past – and knows
it, and is interested in it. If you forget what happened in the past you
simply have to repeat the same mistakes over and over again.
ERIC HOBSBAWM, 1917-2012
interviewed by Hans Ulrich Obrist, 2012

Traces are the photographic subject of the Stuttgart based artist Klaudia Dietewich. She is interested in the subtle esthetics of daily life‘s relics,
which in one way or another reflect the condition of our world. Much like an archeologist, she
searches for her subjects in urban and industrial
spaces. Seeing authentic beauty in the patched,
the overlooked, the forgotten, she is drawing parallels from the gradual disappearance of
motifs to our own existence.
Her found objects are fragments and pieces that
are non representational, but that call to mind
memories, associations, and narratives. As a distillation of life lived, the works raise the question of
what remains of us and of the world
as we know it.

Art builds bridges and creates encounters.
Encounters connect people, creating trust,
understanding, and friendship.
Encounters need catalysts and stimuli.
Just as the Mayors for Peace form a worldwide
network, so too art creates links across
borders – even without words.

Geislingen (DE), Jan/Feb 2018

Hanau (DE), Mar/Apr 2018

In the Press

Exhibitions as of March 2018
Exhibition Schedule as of March 2018
Exhibition set 1 - Europe
2017
7.7. - 27.7.

Stuttgart (DE)

City Hall

2018
4.2. - 4.3.
7.3. - 29.4.
8.5. - 27.5.
9.7. - 10.8.
20.8. - 30.9.
October

Geislingen (DE)
Hanau (DE)
Hannover (DE)
Essen (DE)
Ypern, Belgien (BE)
Emden (DE)

Galerie im Alten Bau
City Hall
City Hall
Central Library
Cultural Center Het Perron
Johannes à Lasco Library

2019
28.1.
1.3.
6.4.
15.5.
24.6.
Aug
1.9.
from

- 27.2.
- 31.3.
- 5.5.
- 15.6.
- 27.7.

München (DE)
Rödermark (DE)
Plauen (DE)
Ilmenau (DE)
Frankfurt (DE)
Würzburg (DE)
- 30.10. Hagen (DE)
1.11. Manchester (UK)

2020
until 30.1.
2.2. - 30.3.
3.4. - 30.4.

Manchester (UK)
Bristol (UK)
Göttingen (DE)

Gasteig
Kulturhalle
Malzhaus
Ilmenau University
Paulskirche
City Hall
Osthaus Museum
Central Library

Central Library
City Hall
City Hall

In coordination
Posen (PL)
Oldenburg (DE)
Mainz (DE)

Contact:
Coordination, Scheduling:
Evelyn Kamissek
Regional Capital Hannover
Lord Mayor’s Office, Mayors for Peace
+49 (0) 511 - 16 84 14 46
mayorsforpeace@hannover-stadt.de
Project Office 50 Cities - 50 Traces –
One world without nuclear weapons, Stuttgart
Dr. Raimund Menges
+ 49 (0) 172 - 71 42 144
raimund@50cities-50traces.org
Disarmament and Peace Education:
Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck
Friedenswerkstatt Mutlangen e.V.
+ 49 (0) 71 71 - 18 20 58
wolfgang@50cities-50traces.org
Imprint:
Project Office 50 Cities - 50 Traces
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Exhibition set 2 - Overseas worldwirde
2018
21.9. - 17.11.

Pittsburg (US)

In coordination
Montreal (CA)

Cultural Trust 937 Gallery

Pressehütte.
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Against traceless oblivion
跡形もない忘却への抵抗
Gegen das spurlose Vergessen

What remains of us and
the world as we know it?
現在の私たち、そして私たちが知る世界から
何が遺されるのか？

Was bleibt von uns und von
der Welt, wie wir sie kennen?

